THE  HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

acting upon a most sensitive organization, had a dele-
terious effect. This weakening of character, with a
corresponding loss of health, may have led to a
diminution of his psychic powers, and increased the
temptation to resort to trickery. Making every allow-
ance for the difficulty of distinguishing what is fraud
and what is of crude psychic origin, an unpleasant
impression is left upon the mind by the evidence
given in the Seybert Commission and by the fact that
Spiritualists upon the spot should have condemned his
action. Human frailty, however, is one thing and
psychic power is another. Those who seek evidence
for the latter will find ample in those years when the
man and his powers were both at their zenith.

Slade died in 1905 at a Michigan sanatorium to
which he had been sent by the American Spiritualists,
and the announcement was followed by the customary
sort of comment in the London Press. The Star,
which has an evil tradition in psychic matters, printed
a sensational article headed " Spook Swindles," giving
a garbled account of the Lankester prosecution at Bow
Street. Referring to this, Light says : *

Of course, this whole thing is a hash of ignorance,
unfairness and prejudice. We do not care to discuss it
or to controvert it. It would be useless to do so for the
sake of the unfair, the ignorant, and the prejudiced, and it
is not necessary for those who know. Suffice it to say
that the Star only supplies one more instance of the diffi-
culty of getting all the facts before the public ; but the
prejudiced newspapers have themselves to blame for their
ignorance or inaccuracy.

* 1886, p. 433.
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